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Key Ideas for Parents 
 

Think Deeply:  The Common Core em-
phasizes critical thinking.  It re-
quires students to analyze more, 
discuss more, evaluation more, jus-
tify more and explain their thinking 
and understanding deeply, especial-
ly in writing.   

Integrating Learning: The Common 
Core emphasizes learning across 
disciplines (reading and math and 
social studies standards combined 
into one task).  Students spend 
more time working together with 
different real-life settings, struc-
tures and tools.   

Showing How They Learn:  The Com-
mon Core emphasizes proof and 
evidence.  Long gone are the days 
of worksheets, fact memorizations 
and skill and drill.  Students are not 
taught this way and they are not 
assessed this way.  The new tests 
will require students to explain how 
they know and to move fluently be-
tween different ways of solving a 
problem. 

Parent-Friendly  
Resources  

 

http://www.k12.wa.us/cores
tandards/default.aspx 

 

http://www.pta.org/commo
ncore 

 

http://www.corestandards.o
rg 

 

http://www.hunt-
institute.org 

 

http://www.nwea.org/produ
cts-services/common-core-

map 

 

...the High School 
English/Language 
Arts Grade Edition 

Common Core 
State Standards 

for Parents... 

This guide provides an overview 
of what your child will learn by 
the end of the year in Mathe-
matics and English Language 
Arts and Literacy.  It focuses on 
the key skills your child will 
learn in these subjects, which 
will build a strong foundation for 
success in other subjects.  This 
guide is based on the new Com-
mon Core State Standards, 
which have been adopted in 
Washington State. 



 

 
Common Core Standards for High School 

English Language 
Arts and Literacy 

 

To become ready for college and 
career, high school students learn 
to evaluate intricate arguments and 
surmount the challenges posed by 
complex written materials inde-
pendently and confidently. Through 
wide and deep reading of literature 
and literary nonfiction of steadily 
increasing sophistication, students 
expand their literary and cultural 
knowledge and better understand 
references and images. They also 
develop the flexibility, concentra-
tion, and fluency to produce high-
quality, first drafts of writing under 
tight deadlines. And they are able 
to revisit and make improvements 
to a piece of writing over multiple 
drafts if needed. High school stu-
dents master the essential “rules” 
of standard written and spoken 
English and resolve usage issues by 
consulting style and usage guides. 
By writing and participating in a va-
riety of conversations, they assert 
and defend claims and show what 
they know about a subject using 
appropriate examples and evidence. 

Reading 

■ Understanding more from and making fuller use 
of written materials, including using a wider range 
of evidence to support an analysis 

■ Making more connections about how complex-
ideas interact and develop within a book, essay, or 
article 

■ Evaluating arguments and specific claims; as-
sessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evi-
dence is sufficient; and as appropriate, detecting 
inconsistencies and ambiguities 

■ Analyzing the meaning of foundational U.S. docu-
ments (the Declaration of Independence, the Pre-
amble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights) 

Writing 

■ Making an argument that is logical, well-
reasoned, and supported by evidence 

■ Writing a literary analysis, report, or summary 
that develops a central idea and a coherent focus 
and is well supported with relevant examples, facts, 
and details 

■ Conducting several research projects that address 
different aspects of the same topic, using more 
complex books, articles, and other sources 

Speaking and Listening 

■ Responding thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives; synthesizing comments, 
claims, and evidence made on all sides 
of an issue; and resolving contradic-
tions when possible 

■ Sharing research, findings, and evi-
dence clearly and concisely 

■ Making strategic use of digital media 
(e.g., animations, video, websites, 
podcasts) to enhance understanding of 
findings and to add interest 

Language 

■ Determining or clarifying the mean-
ing of words and phrases, choosing 
flexibly from multiple strategies, such 
as using context, Greek and Latin roots 
(e.g., bene as in benefactor or benevo-
lent), patterns of words (conceive, con-
ception, conceivable), and consulting 
specialized reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses) 

■ Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., 
hyperbole, paradox) in context and 
analyzing their role in the written ma-
terials 


